ISSUE SEVENTEEN : FALL 2020
OPEN RIVERS :
RETHINKING WATER, PLACE & COMMUNITY

http://openrivers.umn.edu
An interdisciplinary online journal rethinking the Mississippi
from multiple perspectives within and beyond the academy. ISSN 2471-190X



http://openrivers.umn.edu

The cover image is courtesy of Jan Huber.

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCom-
mercial 4.0 International License. This means each author holds the copyright to her or his work, and
grants all users the rights to: share (copy and/or redistribute the material in any medium or format)
or adapt (remix, transform, and/or build upon the material) the article, as long as the original author
and source is cited, and the use is for noncommercial purposes.

Open Rivers: Rethinking Water, Place & Community is produced by the University of Minnesota
Libraries Publishing and the University of Minnesota Institute for Advanced Study.

Editors

Managing Editor:
Laurie Moberg, Institute for Advanced Study,
University of Minnesota

Administrative Editor:
Phyllis Mauch Messenger

Media and Production Manager:
Joanne Richardson, Institute for Advanced Study,
University of Minnesota

Contact Us

Open Rivers

Institute for Advanced Study
University of Minnesota
Northrop

84 Church Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: (612) 626-5054
Fax: (612) 625-8583

E-mail: openrvrs@umn.edu
Web Site: http://openrivers.umn.edu

ISSN 2471-190X

OPEN RIVERS : ISSUE SEVENTEEN : FALL 2020

Editorial Board

Jay Bell, Soil, Water, and Climate, University of
Minnesota

Tom Fisher, Minnesota Design Center, University
of Minnesota

Lewis E. Gilbert, futurist
Mark Gorman, Policy Analyst, Washington, D.C.

Jennifer Gunn, History of Medicine, University of
Minnesota

Katherine Hayes, Anthropology, University of
Minnesota

Nenette Luarca-Shoaf, Lucas Museum of
Narrative Art

Charlotte Melin, German, Scandinavian, and
Dutch, University of Minnesota

David Pellow, Environmental Studies, University
of California, Santa Barbara

Mona Smith, Dakota transmedia artist; Allies:
media/art


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.lib.umn.edu/publishing
https://www.lib.umn.edu/publishing
http://ias.umn.edu/
mailto:openrvrs@umn.edu
http://openrivers.umn.edu

CONTENTS

Introductions

Introduction to Issue Seventeen
By Laurie Moberg, Managing Editor 4

Features

Where We Stand: The University of Minnesota and Dakhdta Treaty Lands
By Chaptémaza (Neil McKay) and Monica Siems McKay 1

Rattlesnake Effigy Mound Ancestors Still Teaching
By Jim Rock 23

Indigenizing Environmental Thinking 5

By Waziyatawin, Roxanne Biidabinokwe Gould, Clement Loo, Samantha Majhor, Sara Cerne,

Bonnie Etherington, Andrew M. Freiman, AgléSka Cohen-Rencountre, Adam W. Coon, Sarah Peele,

Wendy F. Smythe, Christine Taitano DeLisle, and Becca Gercken Y

By Vicente M. Diaz, Michael J. Dockry, G.-H. Crystal Ng, Virajita Singh, Daniel F. Keefe,
Katie Johnston-Goodstar, Roxanne Biidabinokwe Gould, James Rock, and Christine Taitano Delisle ............. 63

Navigating Indigenous Futures Gallery
By Vicente M. Diaz, Michael J. Dockry, G.-H. Crystal Ng, Virajita Singh, Daniel F. Keefe,

Katie Johnston-Goodstar, Roxanne Biidabinokwe Gould, James Rock, and Christine Taitano Delisle ............. 14
Geographies

Sky Watchers, Earth Watchers, and Guardians of the Former and Future Garden

By Jim Rock 12
In Review

Woven Ways of Knowing

By Mahin Hamilton 124
Perspectives

Australia’s Legacy of Denying Water Rights to Aboriginal People

By Lana D. Hartwig, Natalie Oshorne, and Sue Jackson 131
Primary Sources

Environmental Stewardship, Place, and Community: A Reading List

By Christine Taitano DelLisle and Laurie Moberg 136

Teaching And Practice

On Teaching The Relentless Business of Treaties
By Becca Gercken and Kevin Whalen 142

OPEN RIVERS : ISSUE SEVENTEEN : FALL 2020



PRIMARY SOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP, PLAGE, AND
COMMUNITY: A READING LIST

By Christine Taitano Delisle and Laurie Moberg

he humanities-led Environmental environmental challenges. Throughout the first

Stewardship, Place, and Community year and a half of the grant, participants in the
Initiative, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon project have shared and discussed texts to create
Foundation, focuses on integrating Indigenous a common foundation for moving this work
ways of knowing into the humanities, and forward. Below is a selection of the readings that
in particular into humanistic approaches to form this core.

Tettegouche State Park, Silver Bay, Minnesota. Image courtesy of Conner Bowe.
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This Place

One pillar of this work is to consider how we
understand and think about this place as an
Indigenous place, Mni Sota Makoce.

Reading List for 7his Place

Diaz, Vicente M. 2019. “Oceania in the Plains: The Politics and Analytics of Trans-Indigenous Re-
surgence in Chuukese Voyaging of Dakota Lands, Waters, and Skies in Mini S6ta Makhd6che.” Pacific

Studies 42 (1/2): 1—44. https://www.academia.edu/42274941/.

Gould, Roxanne. 2018. “Dream of Wild Health: Growing Garden Warriors and a Food Sovereignty

Movement.” Green Theory & Praxis Journal 11 (3): 3—16. http://greentheoryandpraxisjournal.org/

gtpi-volume-11-issue-3-november-2018/.

Gould, Roxanne and Jim Rock. 2016. “Wakan Tipi and Indian Mounds Park: Reclaiming an Indig-
enous Feminine Sacred Site.” AlterNative: An International Journal of Indigenous Peoples 12 (3):
224-235. https://doi.org/10.20507/AlterNative.2016.12.3.2.

Odegard, Tianna M. 2019. “What’s in My Backyard? Empowering Indigenous Voices on Firefly Creek
at Blue’s Bottom.” Open Rivers: Rethinking Water, Place & Community, no. 14. https://editions.lib.

umn.edu/openrivers/article/empowering-indigenous-voices/.

Rock, James, and Roxanne Gould. 2018. “Indigenous Riverscapes and Mounds: The Feminine Rela-
tionship Of Earth, Sky and Water.” Paper presented at the June 6-8, 2018 Hawaii University Inter-
national Conferences [STEAM and Education]. Honolulu, HI. https://huichawaii.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/07/Rock-Jim-2018-STEM-HUIC.pdf.

Smith, Mona. 2018. “Learning from the Dakota: Water and Place.” Open Rivers: Rethinking Water,
Place & Community, no. 11. https://editions.lib.umn.edu/openrivers/article/learning-from-the-dako-
ta-water-and-place/.

29

Smith, Mona M. 2016. “Owamniyomni, a Dakota Name for ‘St. Anthony Falls.”” Open Rivers: Re-
thinking The Mississippi, no. 4. https://editions.lib.umn.edu/openrivers/article/owamniyomni-a-da-
kota-name-for-st-anthony-falls/.
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Histories and Decolonization

Indigenous relations to place, however, are violence of settler colonialism, for disrupting
complicated by a history of colonization, removal, settler capitalist and materialist assumptions
and genocide. Understanding the settler colonial  about the “natural world,” and for accepting
histories and legacies of violence and trauma responsibilities of what it means to be a good
is vital for dismantling the ongoing gendered relative on Indigenous lands.

Reading List for Histories and Decolonization

Case, Martin. 2018. The Relentless Business of Treaties: How Indigenous Land Became US Prop-

erty. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Historical Society Press. https://www.mnhs.org/mnhspress/books/

relentless-business-treaties.

Estes, Nick. 2019. “The U.S. Stole Generations of Indigenous Children to Open the West.” High
Country News. https://www.hcn.org/issues/51.17/indigenous-affairs-the-us-stole-generations-of-
indigenous-children-to-open-the-west.

Tuck, Eve, and K. Wayne Yang. 2012. “Decolonization is Not a Metaphor.” Decolonization: Indige-
neity, Education, and Society 1 (1): 1—40. https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article

view/18630.

Yazzie, Melanie K. and Cutcha Risling Baldy, eds. 2018. “Indigenous Peoples and the Politics of
Water.” Special Issue, Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & Society 77 (1). https://jps.library.

utoronto.ca/index.php/des/issue/view/2004.
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Indigeneity, Environmental Justice, and Activism

Indigenous peoples are often at the front of readings demonstrate how Indigenous episte-
resistance movements, particularly standing up mologies, ontologies, and relations shape these
for other-than-human relations against violence,  activist movements.

exploitation, and destruction. The following

Reading List for Indigeneity, Environmental Justice, and Activism

Boffa, Adam. 2019. ““We Are Nations:” What Environmental Justice Looks Like for Indigenous
People.” Gizmodo. https://earther.gizmodo.com/we-are-nations-what-environmental-justice-looks-
like-f-1839028507.

Estes, Nick. 2019. “A Red Deal.” Jacobin. https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/08/

red-deal-green-new-deal-ecosocialism-decolonization-indigenous-resistance-environment.

Estes, Nick, and Jaskiran Dhillon, eds. 2019. Standing with Standing Rock: Voices from the
#NoDAPL Movement. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. https://www.upress.umn.edu/

book-division/books/standing-with-standing-rock.

Gilio-Whitaker, Dina. 2019. As Long as Grass Grows: The Indigenous Fight for Environmental
Justice From Colonization to Standing Rock. Boston: Beacon Press. http://www.beacon.org/As-
Long-as-Grass-Grows-P1445.aspx.

Sherwood, Yvonne P. 2019. “The Political Binds of Oil versus Tribes.” Open Rivers: Rethinking
Water, Place & Community, no. 13. https://editions.lib.umn.edu/openrivers/article/the-political-
binds-of-oil-versus-tribes/.

Waziyatawin. 2008. What Does Justice Look Like: The Struggle for Liberation in Dakota Home-
land. St. Paul, MN: Living Justice Press. http://www.livingjusticepress.org/index.asp?SEC=%7B-
C77C5426-031A-4F37-A7A4-09B76B8B3C5B%7D.

———. 2012. “The Paradox of Indigenous Resurgence at the End of Empire.” Decolonization: Indi-
geneity, Education, and Society 1 (1): 68—85. https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/

view/18629.

Whyte, Kyle Powys. 2018. “Settler Colonialism, Ecology, and Environmental Injustice.” Environment
and Society 9 (1): 125-144. https://doi.org/10.3167/ares.2018.090109.

———. 2018. “What Do Indigenous Knowledges Do for Indigenous Peoples?” Traditional Ecolog-
ical Knowledge: Learning from Indigenous Practices for Environmental Sustainability. Edited
by M.K. Nelson and D. Shilling, 57-82. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. https://doi.
org/10.1017/9781108552908.
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Theory and Methods

The readings in this section challenge us to con-  these readings compel us to think about relatives,
sider who are knowledge holders, how knowledge reciprocity, and settler legacies that shape disci-
is produced, and the nature of knowledge itself. plines and practices, research and teaching.

Offering insights, methods, and provocations,

Reading List for Theory and Methods

Arvin, Maile, Eve Tuck, and Angie Morrill. 2013. “Decolonizing Feminism: Challenging Connections
between Settler Colonialism and Heteropatriarchy.” Feminist Formations 25 (1): 8—34. doi: 10.1353/
ff.2013.0006.

DelLisle, Christine Taitano. 2015. “A History of Chamorro Nurse-Midwives in Guam and a ‘Placental
Politics’ for Indigenous Feminism.” Intersections: Gender and Sexuality in Asia and the Pacific 37
(March). http://intersections.anu.edu.au/issue37/delisle.htm — http://intersections.anu.edu.au

issue37/delisle.htm.

DeLoughrey, Elizabeth. 2019. “Toward a Critical Ocean Studies for the Anthropocene.” English Lan-
guage Notes 57 (1): 21—36. doi: 10.1215/00138282-7309655.

DeLoughrey, Elizabeth M. 2019. Allegories of the Anthropocene. Durham, NC: Duke University
Press. https://www.dukeupress.edu/allegories-of-the-anthropocene.

Diaz, Vicente M. 2017. “Stepping In It: How to Smell the Fullness of Indigenous Histories.” In Sources
and Methods in Indigenous Studies, edited by Chris Anderson and Jean M. O’Brien. New York:
Routledge, 86—92. https://www.routledge.com/Sources-and-Methods-in-Indigenous-Studies/Ander-
sen-OBrien/p/book/9781138823617.

Moreton-Robinson, Aileen. 2017. “Relationality: A Key Presupposition of an Indigenous Social Re-
search Paradigm.” In Sources and Methods in Indigenous Studies, edited by Chris Anderson and Jean
M. O’Brien. New York: Routledge, 69—77. https://www.routledge.com/Sources-and-Methods-in-In-
digenous-Studies/Andersen-OBrien/p/book/9781138823617.

Smith, Linda Tuhiwai. 2012. Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples. 2nd ed.
London: Zed Books. https://www.zedbooks.net/shop/book/decolonizing-methodologies/.

Tallbear, Kim. 2017. “Standing With and Speaking as Faith: A Feminist-Indigenous Approach to
Inquiry.” In Sources and Methods in Indigenous Studies, edited by Chris Anderson and Jean M.
O’Brien. New York: Routledge, 78—85. https://www.routledge.com/Sources-and-Methods-in-Indige-
nous-Studies/Andersen-OBrien/p/book/9781138823617.

Todd, Zoe. 2016. “An Indigenous Feminist’s Take on the Ontological Turn: ‘Ontology’ is Just Another
World for Colonialism.” Journal of Historical Sociology 29 (1): 4—22. https://doi.org/10.1111/

johs.12124.
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Walter, Maggie, and Michael A. Guerzoni. 2020. “How a University Can Embed Indigenous
Knowledge into the Curriculum and Why it Matters.” The Conversation. https://theconversation.
com/how-a-university-can-embed-indigenous-knowledge-into-the-curriculum-and-why-it-matters-
147456?utm_source=fac...

Whyte, Kyle. 2018. “Critical Investigations of Resilience: A Brief Introduction to Indigenous Environ-
mental Studies and Sciences.” Dedalus, the Journal of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences 147
(2): 136—147. doi:10.1162/DAED_a_00497.

Wilson, Shawn. 2008. Research Is Ceremony: Indigenous Research Methods. Black Point, NS: Fern-
wood Publishing. https://fernwoodpublishing.ca/book/research-is-ceremony-shawn-wilson.
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